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POLICY Graduate Program Continuation;-Credit; and Policy 662524
TITLE Graduation Requirements Number -
Section Student Affairs Approval Jene 222024

Date
. . . Effective
Subsection | Academic Standards, Credits, and Grades Date June 22,2024
Responsible | Office of the Provost/Senior Vice
Office President of Academic Affairs

1.0 PURPOSE

1.1 This policy establishes the University’s requirements for graduate eentinuation;credit;,

residency, and -and-graduationrequirementsforgraduate programs.

2.0 REFERENCES

2.1 Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU) Standards for Accreditation,
§+ Standard 1.C.9€

2.2 Utah Board of Higher Education Policy R401 Approval of New Programs, Program
Changes, Discontinued Programs, and Program Reports

2.3 Utah Board of Higher Education Policy R402- Certificate and Degree Award Structures

2.43 Utah Board of Higher Education Policy R475; Common Course Numbering

2.54 UVU Policy 522 Undereraduate Credit and Transcripts

2.654 UVU Policy 525 Credit for Prior Learning

2.765 UVU Policy 541 Student Code of Conduct

: :

2.87 UVU Policy 605 Curriculum Process
2.98 UVU Policy 658 Establishment and Administration of Graduate Programs

2.10 UVU Policy 661 Graduate Admissions and Continuation
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3.0 DEFINITIONS

degre%piaeg%an%A program 1nto Wthh a graduate student is admltted and will complete a
bachelor’s and master’s degree concurrently.

3.25 Graduate student: Eorthepurpeses-of-thispolicy;aA student admitted to a UVU graduate

program and enrolled in graduate-level courses, or a student with a bachelor’s degree or higher

admltted as a non—matrlculated graduate student. student—wd&e—}s—&dimtted—te—a—gf&d&at%pfeﬁam

nto Wthh a graduate student has been admltted and Wlll complete two master s degrees
simultaneously.

3.4 Second master’s degree:- A eraduate program a graduate student completes after earning a
first master’s degree and-that requires additional unique credit hours.

4.0 POLICY

4.1 Requirementsfor- Enroelmentin-Graduate-Level CoursesGraduate Credit Rules

Policy Number Policy Title



78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117

E18
19

UTAH VALLEY UNIVERSITY Page 4 of 16
Policies and Procedures

4.1.1 Graduate students must complete a minimum of thirty€30} credit hours of 5000- or 6000-
level coursework to earn a master’s degree, Wlth no more than %wel*%él% credlts at the 5000
level.Or ; ; ; A-g

4.1.2 Graduate students must complete a minimum of nine 9-and a maximum of twenty-nine
€293 credit hours of 5000- or 6000-level coursework to earn a graduate certificate.

4.1.3 To earn a second master’s degree, graduate students must complete at least fifteen€15)
unique credit hours beyond those required for the first master’s degree.

4.1.4 Graduate programs must be approved through the University’s curriculum process (see
Policy 605) and published in the university catalog. Credit sharing is permitted-as specified in
program requirements.

4.1.5 At least two-thirds of graduate program credit hours must-be completed through UVU or
recosnized partnerinstitutiensaccredited institutions of higher-education.

4.1.6 A maximum of one-third of program credit hours may come from a combination of transfer
credit and prior learning credit, subject to program approval. Individual eraduate programs may
establish stricter prior learning and transfer credit criteria.

4.1.6.1 Graduate credits from another accredited institution or equivalent are subject to grade and
grade-point average minimums, as well as other requirements of the graduate program.

4.1.6.2 Approved transfer credits will not replace required residency hours and will not be
calculated into the student’s UVU GPA.

4.1.6.3 Graduate programs may establish partner agreements with other institutions to accept
their graduate course credits. These partner agreements must be approved through official
curriculum processes and by the Office of General Counsel and the Provost. These credits will be
counted toward a student’s required two-thirds residency hours.

4.1.7 No more than six-£6) credit hours may come from special topics coursework.

4.1.8 Courses below the 5000 level may not count toward graduate program requirements.4-4+2

4.2 Graduation Requirements for Graduation-in-Graduate Programs
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4.2.1 Graduate students must maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0.A—eraduatecertificate

4.2.2 Graduate credit for courses with a grade of C- or lower shall not be applied toward a
oraduate program.

4.2.3 Graduate students must complete all requirements as outlined in the university catalog for
their designated catalog year.

4.2.4 Graduate students must completed -AH—all graduate coursework mustbe-completed-within
six-6} years unless an extension is approved.

4.2.5 -A bachelor’s degree must be awarded before the conferral of a graduate certificate and/or

sraduate-degree.

4.2.6 Students must complete and be awarded a bachelor’s degree before they can be enrolled in
a graduate certificateten or graduate degree program, unless they are admitted into a combined
master’s degree program.

4.2.73-1 Graduate students who earn a second master’s degree must complete at least fifteen15)
unique credithours beyond those required for the first master’s degree.

4.2.7.1 Courses that satisfy requirements in both programs may be applied to both degrees, except
in joint master’s degree programs, which fo
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410-Graduate Tuition

4.3.1103 Graduate students are assessed graduate tuition rates Fer—th%p&meses—ef—ta*&eﬂ

4.3.240:2 Graduate students Matrierdated-craduate studentsare subjectto-the tattionrate forthe
sraduate-program-to-which-they-are-admitted-pursuing joint master’s degrees are charged the

higher tuition rate of the two programs.

4.3.310:2-2 Graduate students pursuingFer combined master’s degree programs are charged
tuition rates based on the level of the courses they take—st&ée&ts—s%ﬂ—beel&afged—éﬁfefem—&&ﬁeﬂ
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4.3.410-3 Non-matriculated graduate students are charged the tuition rate of the program offering
the course.are-subie he-sraduate-tuitionrate o n th arc the -
- which ] .

5.0 PROCEDURES

5.1 Graduate Credit EvaluationCeurse-Level Numbering-and-Aceeptability

5.1.1 Graduate program committees are responsible for evaluating eraduate transfer credit, prior
learning credit, and credit from previously completed graduate programs to determine whether
such credits are appropriate to the graduate program.

5.1.2 Following the graduate program committee’s evaluation of official transcripts, the graduate

Policy Number Policy Title



B67
368
369
370
371
B72
373
374
B75
B76
B77
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
B85
386
B87
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400
01
402
103
404
405
406
407
408
409

UTAH VALLEY UNIVERSITY
Policies and Procedures

Page 11 of 16

Policy Number Policy Title




410
411
112
413
114
415
416
417
h1g
419
120
121
422
423
124
425
126
427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434
135
436
137
438
139
440
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
450
451
452

UTAH VALLEY UNIVERSITY Page 12 0f 16
Policies and Procedures

5.2 Extension of Graduate Coursework Completion Time Limits

5.2.1 Graduate students may request an extension to the six-year coursework completion time
limit by submitting a written petition to the graduate program director.

5.2.2 The graduate program director, in consultation with the graduate program committee when
appropriate, may approve or deny the petition. The graduate program director’s decision shall be
final.5:2- eque e eti i

a ataata on e m don a atvaa)
WO 3, v, O 5 d c cl Cl

a
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{496 a-graduate-degree-or graduate-certificate.

497
POLICY HISTORY
Date of Last Action Taken Authorizing Entity
Action
February 11,2016 | Policy approved through regular policy UVU Board of Trustees
process.
June 22, 2024 Revised policy approved through UVU Board of Trustees
regular policy process.
Revised policy approved through UVU Board of Trustees
regular policy process.
98

Policy Number Policy Title



UTAH VALLEY UNIVERSITY Page 15 of 16
Policies and Procedures

POLICY 662 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Policy Number and Title: 662 Graduate Program Continuation, Credit, and Graduation
Requirements

Date: February 13, 2025

Sponsor: Wayne Vaught

Steward(s): Steven Sylvester, Kyle Hicken
Policy Process: Regular

Policy Action: Revision

Policy Office Editor: Cara O’Sullivan, Amanda Cooke

Embedded Attorney: N/A

Note: This policy was previously Policy 524.
Summary Updated Oct. 7, 2025

Issues/Concerns (including fiscal, legal, and compliance impact):

The revision significantly streamlines Policy 662 by removing content related to continuation and
enrollment management, focusing exclusively on credit and graduation requirements. The policy
title reflects this change, dropping "Continuation" entirely.

This revision transforms Policy 662 from a policy/procedure document into a focused policy on
academic credit and graduation standards, with administrative procedures redistributed to more
appropriate policy homes or future graduate program handbook, similar to UCC.

Suggested Changes:

Substantive Policy Changes

. Special Topics Credit: Reduced from 20% of the degree to a fixed six credits maximum
. Transfer Credit: Broadened from "regionally accredited" to "accredited institution or
equivalent" with detailed criteria

. Second Master's Degree: Now explicitly requires 15 unique credits (clarified rule)

. Definitions: Streamlined from 8 definitions to 5, removing operational terms

Structural Improvements

The revised Policy 662 draft consolidates scattered credit rules into a single, organized section,
improving readability while maintaining all core graduation requirements (3.0 GPA, six-year time
limit, residency requirements, etc.).

This revision transforms Policy 662 from a policy/procedure document into a focused policy on
academic credit and graduation standards, with administrative procedures redistributed to more
appropriate policy homes or future graduate program handbook, similar to UCC.
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Key Content Migrations

Moving to UVU Policy 661 (Graduate Continuation):

. Student enrollment rules and caps

. Continuation and suspension procedures
. Non-matriculated student policies

. Full-time student status definitions

Moving to UVU Policy 658 (Program Requirements).

. Joint and combined program details
. Program-specific requirements
. Course numbering systems

Requested Approval from President’s Council: Entrance to Stage 1

Proposed Drafting Committee: Kyle Hicken, Steven Sylvester, Laurie Sharp, Jeff Williams,
Mohamed Lotfy, Nicole Gearing, Jeffrey O’Flynn, Christine Walker, David McEntire, Malissa Brooks,
Aliny Xavier.

Target Date for Stage 1 Draft to Enter Stage 2: TBD

Target Date for Board of Trustees Review: TBD
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